Anti-smoke 
litigation 
gets boost 
from EPA 
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A government report ’anking 
secondhand tobacco smoke to 
incer gives an immediate 
boost 10 anD-smolung lawsuits 
nationwide — reaching all the 
•vay to the Supreme Cojn. 

the E nviroftmencal Protec- 
•ion Aeencv report, released 
Thursday; wiU have an "eco- 
nomicaily crushing" impen w 
tobacco companies defending 
lawsuits by cancer and lung 
disease victims, says Washing- 
ion lawyer Jack Olender. 

About 20% of ail lung can¬ 
cers due to factors other than 
•motung are caused by, second¬ 
hand smoke, the repon says. 

The Tobacco Institute , an in¬ 
dustry trade associatioa. de¬ 
clined u commeoL Uhgatioa 
based on secondhand smoke 
has faltered i because tobacco 
companies claimed there was 
no evidence it caused disease 
m non-smokers. 

■Judges and juries won't 
take that nohoo senously any¬ 
more People understand thi 
now, It has been proven." says 
Richard Deynard. bead of the 
Tobacco Products Liability 
Proj^ •This IS big bucks." 

With causation easier to 
prove, secondhand-smoke 
cases will win more sympathy 
from jurors than cases uivolv- 
mg smokers themselves, ex¬ 
perts say 'These are innocent 
vicbms, not people who as¬ 
sumed the risk of smoteng" 
-ays OlendeL_ 
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This report'IS a great devel- 
,pmenL Ii lends.a lot of credi- 
bi.iiy to the idea that'second¬ 
hand smoke is a killer." says 
Roe Fraaer, a Jackson. Miss.. 
Iaw\.er whose chenL Laurel 
barber Burl Butler, is suing to- 
-•acco companies. 

Butler ciaims more than 30 
• ears of exposure to custom- 
-rrs imohe caused his cancer. 

He never liked smoking He 
i.hougnt it was killing the guy in 
Lie Clair, not killing him. too," 

, ^aid Fnter The EPA report 
will even be brought to the ai- 
lenoon of Lie Supreme Coun 
by Monday, says Cornish Hitch- 
fXk of Public Citiren Lib^ 
no.i Group. 

Hitchcock Ls arguing a case 
'wedhesday cn behalf of a Ne- 
■.'ada pnson inmate who ciairns 
'.hat forcing him to live with 
^ondhand smoke is "cruel 
and irusuai pumshment" 

It; -Aiili be helpful to us. It 
confirms what we are saying 
about' Lie harm of secondhand 
smoke," says Hitchcock. 




Source; https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/gmdm0004 
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